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passive resistance does not exclude the use of violent methods
on suitable occasions; satyagraha, on the other hand, does not
permit violence in any form even under the most favourable
circumstances. Unlike satyagraha passive resistance can be used
as a supplement or preliminary to violent revolution. Passive
resistance lacks inwardness: it does not share the scruples of
satyagraha about the purity of means and ignores the moral
character of persons employing it. On the other hand, in satya-
graha there is an organic connection between the achievement
of the objective and the inner reform of the satyagrahi. Passive
resistance is not by its very nature universal in its application.
It cannot, for example, be directed against one's dearest rela-
tions as satyagraha can be. Passive resistance offered in a spirit
of weakness and despair is weakening morally; while satya-
graha emphasizes all the tima internal strength and actually
develops it. Satyagraha can thus offer more effective and deter-
mined opposition to injustice and tyranny than passive resis-
tance. All the same there is nothing passive about the latter,
for resistance is always active.7
All the world over in every age non-violence has been the
method of settling family disputes. Gandhiji applied this
rule of domestic life to various spheres of group life. By his life-
long researches he made satyagraha "the moral equivalent of
war" and the technique of solving group conflicts.
But satyagraha, being soul-force, is "the Way, the Truth
and the Life". It is applicable, in addition to conflicts, to all
other activities of life. Thus it can be used by individuals
in their daily life in relation to parents, children and
friends, even criminals and the sub-human creation. Says
Gandhiji, "It is a force that may be used by individuals as well
as communities. It may be used as well in political as in domes-
tic affairs. Its universal applicability is a demonstration of its
permanence and invincibility."8 "For me, the law of satyagraha,
the law of love, is an eternal principle. I co-operate with all
that is good. I desire to non-co-operate with all that is evil,
whether it is associated with my wife, son or myself."9
7 Autobiography, II, p. 154; T.I., I, p. 222; Speeches, p. 501; South Africa,
Gh. XII; H.9 May 14, 1938, p. Ill and June 25, 1938, p. 164.
8 r. /., Ill, p. 444.
9 T. L, II, p. 1054.